
Foreign Office protested against the illegality of

any embargo upon foodstuffs. Prltish prize
courts are not likely to establish a new prece¬

dent when England Is utterly dependent upon

an imported fool supply In time of war. Cer¬

tainly If war material consigned to Portuguese

subject· Is not liable to seizure In Delagoa Ray,
neutral property on Rrltlsh or neutral ships Is

exempt from capture by the Declaration of

Taris.

Rurllngton House Is crowded this afternoon

with a large and fashionable throng for the clos¬

ing function of the yar. This is the private
^ lew of the wlntfr exhibition of the Royal
Academy. It Is a Van Dyck exhibition, almost

as notable sa last year's Rembrandt show. It

includes 120 «îut of 1,000 works usually at-

tribUted to Van Dyck. and all the finest ex¬

amples of his later or English period. It le a

wonderful exhibit of the resources of English
country houses ml private galleries. The Queen
has lent her best Ann Dycks from Windsor and

from Ruckingham Palace, and every castle and

historic estate has contributed to the ahow. It

Is the high carnival of Vanity Fair aa It was

known m the reign of Charles I. with princes,
statismi ?, generals, admirais, court favorites
and reigning beauties of the day. arrayed in

their finery and smirking and playing Idly with

their dogs, dwarfs and fans, as though so bale¬

ful an object aa a scaffold for their King could
n»ver Mai Its shadow athwart Whitehall.
Singularly enough, the place of honor In this

courtly assemblage la held by a Puritan among

Puritans, one of C· masterpieces of the show

Is the portrait of Lord Wharton In a shepherd's
green doublet, with stuff in hand, like David,
and an amber mantle flung across the shoulder.
This wondt if ill painting comea from the Czar's

collection at the Hermitage, Pt. Petersburg, and

by virtue "f He own merits, as well as tho

illustrious station of the lender, it Is enthioned
among the treasures Of English portraiture now

on view at Rurllngton House. The exhibition,
while weak in ."ellgtoua works, contains a fine

»erles of Van Dyt SS painted during his residence
in Italy nnd after his return to Relglum, a«

well as his English portraits.
The winter show at the New Gallery is also

devoted to Flemish art and Is of exceptional
Interest. One room Is filled with Rubens pict¬
ures, but these are with few exceptions «if little

account, owing to the Impracticability of decid¬
ing how much or how little of the painter's r»al

work g-.es under his name. Another room is

pCCUpled with a pretty collection of portrait·
and lands« .ip« s by English masters who owed

something to Rubens and more to Van Dyck.
The pictures In the main gallery are of extraor¬

dinary ;iit'-r.-s:, sine· ti" y represent the early
Flemish achool, notably Jan Van Eyck, M· til¬

ling. Diedriok, Ponts. Gheerasrt, Da·, ids, Mabuse
and oth.r pJoaeera Here are i"i examples
from private collections In England, and many

of them have bevsr before been exhibited. This

»bow is one which fascinates students of art

and promises to excite many controversie· over

ajeu problem· in the history of medtaaval at.t.
Princess Christian's portrait is now being

painted by Wilhelm Heinrich Funk, who has
also been engaged on other portraits. Including
one of Mr. Arthur RalfOUT, whh h will be ex-

hlbited next week at McLean'· Gallery. A land¬

scape exhibition of the works of Aumônier. E.
A Waterlow and Pepper-urn has opened this
afternoon.
Pantomime reigns at the theatres, where busi¬

ness is remai kably alow. Old English comedy
Will be revived speedily at the Haymarket. The
holidays are the dullest England has known for
a d- cade; there nre servants' balls In the coun¬

try houses, but few Christmas partlea and little
shooting.
Mr. Ad.-lbert Hay sailed to-day for t'ap" Town

after lea days' arduous work in London.
I. N. F.

-»-

PARIS.
French interest in the disposai, of

delagoa bat.

CESSION ?? PORTUGAL WOULD I.FAD T« >

GRAVE DANOER rOOD AS CONTRA·
RAND NOTES OP gOCIETT.

| BY CAHIE TO THE ???G? \|"

Paris. Dec. 30.- Two question· which in diplo¬
matic circles lure are considered a« bearing di¬
rectly upon the possibility of gravs Interna¬
tional complications arising from the Transvaal
war ¡it present divide the attention of the
French Foreign Office, to the exclusion of al¬
most everything else. First In order Is the al¬
leged secret treaty by which the Salisbury Cab¬
inet, armed with Its claim for $10,000,000
against Portugal, Is stated to have become the
residuary legatee, as it were, of Delagoa Bay
and such other Portuguese colonies Ms are not

by the same Instrument to be eventually ceded
to Germany. At the Portuguese Ministry her,·
?he existence of such a treaty, as might well t>«

expected, is categorically denied, and it is stated
that If the wholesale abandonment of all the
Portuguese colonial poserselon· were credited
at Lisbon a revolution would sweep away not
only the ministry, but the reigning dynasty It
would consequently be suicidal for King Charles
or the Portuguese Cabinet ever to accede,
whether under menace or for no matter what
financial considerations, to such an agreement.
At the Quai d'Orsay any definite knowledge Of

the treaty In question Is denied, although It is
known that sin.·. iK«r_> the British Government
has on at least three occasions made proposals
to Lisbon with a view to securing Lourengo Mar
quee. My Informant, whose views accurately
reflect those "f the French Foreign Office, said:
"Sin h a aecret partition, division and dlstribu-
ti«in of Portugal's colonies would be regarded
by France and ltussia rçrjf much a.s an act of
fraudulent bankruptcy would be regarded by
respectable merchants In the business communi¬
ties of New-York. London or Paris. It is possi¬
ble that had England t&rclbljr taken ? .ssession
of DelagOO Pay at the outset of the present
war the protests would pave been more formal

The (bock and strain of lieing fired
from a cannon daily through a circus

season, would seem to be extraon.Hn.
¦rj. But it bt not nearly so wearing
ujxin the seeregc estañan'· nervous

aratene, aft the strum and drain of
tile every day Ute OÍ the married
woman. , It is not the great shock

of the etorm which wears the
stone but the "continual drop¬
ping."' So in woman's life,

jt ¡, riot^^KasBBk. ^e Krfat 4esBBUBBB upon lier

P? e r ?/ ? ^^B^k H'n wtar ,ur ÜVlt" ^'ul
the inter- ^^^h minable leakage of lur
strength ^^B^ through the diseases that
affect the ^^k d.-'.icate womanly organ«.
To atop. ^i this ceaseless leakage of

atretigih is as much the deaire as the
duty of women. It can be done once and for
all by the use of Dr. Pierce'e Favorite Prescrip¬
tion.' This medicine i» not a cure-all but it is
apecially designed for a epecific purpose, the cure

of tlit- chronic diseases peculiar to women. It
drie« up the drains, allays inflam¬
mations, heals the ulcérations and
cures the diaplacemenU which
are at the bottom of woman a

miseries.
There is neither opium, cocaine

or other narcotic contained in
"Favorite Prescription."
"For five year» my wife was in an almoat

helple*· <>întlttion. suffering from female
weaknese." write· J S Everitt, E»q of
Hagerman. Washington Co, Fla "bast
September I decided to try Dr Pierce'·
Favorite Prescription. She took »everal
bottle· of the medicine and gave birth to
. ten pound »on cm January i;*t
She 1· now sound and we'l and doing her housework -

A gift. Dr. Pierce s Common Sense Medical
Adviser, 1008 pages, is sent free on receipt of
.tamps to pay expense of postage only. Send 21
one-vent stamps for the paper bound volume, or 31
stamps for cloth binding. Addreaa Dr. R. V.
Pier«, Buflalo, H. Y.

than substantial; but as matters stand to-day

such an act of aggression would be followed by

measures on the part of other European Powers

that might lead to the gravest consequences
The British Cabinet Is. of course, fully aware

of the situation, and it Is firmly believed that

the agreement about Delagoa Bay. If any such

exists, will remain a dead letter until the pres¬

ent war Is over. It Is, moreover, generally un¬

derstood that upon England's abstention in

Delagoa Bay depends the Impartial neutrality
that the French and other European govern¬

ments have hitherto maintained In regard to the

Transvaal war."
The second question keenly discussed at the

Quai d'Orsay Is the alleged seizure of American

flour In South African waters as contraband of

war. A precedent Is afforded by the French
seizure of cargoes of rice during the TOOOUin
campaign. It is felt at the Quai d'Orsay that

should the prize courts pronounce the American

flour recently seized contraband of war a new-

precedent will be established which at some

later day will be used against England with ter¬

rible effect.

The Government has decided to take ad¬

vantage of the present temper of the nation to

submit almost Immediately after the reassem¬

bling Of the Chambers bills for coast defence and

the increase of the navy, and new coaling sta¬

tions, at an estimated cost which altogether
wl,l require an Increase of expenditure amount¬

ing to $80,000,000; an(1· as far fl* ran be iv'iK^
at present, there is every probability that these

bills will become law.

There Is no foundation for the reports pub¬
lished yesterday that M. Jules Cambon would

b.« transferred to Berne as French Minister

there. It Cambon hi passing the holidays with

his family in Paris, and Intends to sail for N'ew-

Y tk to resume his duties at the French Em¬

bassy in Washington by the middle of January-

Considerable anxiety Is felt at Marseilles on

ml of tbe ebsencJ of any news of the

Kreuch Messageries Maritimes steamer Gironde,
which left Zanzibar for I."un nço Marques with

passengers and a cargo for which tbe Transvaal
whs the ultimate destination. The time re¬

quired from Zanzibar to Lourenço Marques Is

usually two days. but. notwithstanding tele¬

graphic Inquiries, no tidings of the Gironde for

eight days ha»·· been received, it will be re-

membered that the Gironde, some weeks ago,

WS1 Stopped and boarded by a British gunboat

during a Similar trip, and rumors prevail at

Marseilles that she has no·* been fired into and

sunk; but of this no confirmation can be ob¬

tained. Order· have been aeni by cable to the

commanding officer of the French squadron in

the Indian Ocean to assemble the Estalng, the

Nlelly, the Pourvoyeur Haue and the Scorpion
at the roadstead of Tullear, on the Mada«ascar

cast, throe day· from Lourenço Marques, to

j.r« veni arms un 1 other war material from being
smuggled to the latter port by native dbowa
The Uve warships ate all small gunboat«, but it

Is thought likely thai French ships of more pow¬

erful armamen; may also be dispatched to the

sume wat.-rs

A considerable number of Americans are still

In Parla, and the annual winter flight to the

Riviera Is smaller than usual. Mrs. William

Roosevelt '.» passing ¦ few weeks with Mrs. Orla-
wold Gray, whose dinner and dance« on Wednes¬

day wet·.· highly appi eclated. Among those pres¬
ent were Mr. and Mrs. Wilmerdlng, Miss Black-

Ington, Mrs. Whittles and Miss Whlttler. Mrs.

Ir.graham's weekly r.ptlon· are wen attended.
Numerous small dances to see the New Year in

are announced
Among those o'he have th1.* week become

members of the Automobile club of Fiance,
which. In its quarters in the Place de la Con¬
corde, has a house and architectural advantages
unequalled by any other club in Paris, are Mr.
Horace Blnney, "f Philadelphia; filetrtenanl
William S. Sims. I'nlted States Naval Attach«4;
Mr. Henry San.is, Mr. Frederick Martin. Mr.
Bradle) Martin and Mr. Charles Whiting.
Among the Americans passing through Parli

are Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Martin, Mr. C. Oliver
l*el n, Mr. and Mrs. Clark Harrison, Mrs. Mar¬
tin Bremmer, Mr.·.. Harleston Deacon, Mr, Hobert
H. Stevenson, Misa Hannah Stevenson and Miss

Margaret Young.
Mrs. Hughes Halletl has left Dinar·! for Tan¬

gí« rs, where she Intends to pas· the »vlnter.
fount and Countess charles de Oalllffet, the
latter formerly Miss Stevens, of New-York, have

gone t" Phu. Messrs Eugene in^gins and O, E.
Peabody hefe left Paris for Nice,
Owing to the southwest storm few passengers

sill to-day fur New-York on La Champagni
Among them are Mrt W. S. Lawrence, Mr. G
?. St· wart and Mr. Walter Gnudens. Among
ih-.se »»h·· left for Paris to sail on the Lucania
are Mrs. Mary Bates. Misi W. K. Harrison, Mrs.
HugO de Bathe (Mrs. Langtryl, Mr. Francesco
Terry and son and E. Godono. C I. B.

TALK OF ARRESTINO MERCIER.

THK NOTED KHKN.'H (ÎKNKHAI. MAT RE TRIED
BCTOKK tuf men o-u-rt also.

Parli I·· '" Th.-re ,,re persistent report.« ln
Nationalist circle· that the Government baa decided
upon the arrest and the prosecution of Ornerai Mer¬
cier befo,,· ? second HiKh Court immediately. It

ded that an Important debate respecting the
conspirad cases and the charges against General
Mercier win take place in the Chamber of Deputies
as so'in as the session b.-Rlns, anil It Is said that
the Premier. M. Walde,-k-Bcusse.-ui. will reply to
his adversarte· by annonaciag the arrest of Gen¬
eral Mor.i.r and his arraienment before the ??????
Court. The Nationalist oigan« Insist thnt the Gov¬
ernment «leclded on the plan, but they sugif··-: it
may be changed, In view of its premature revela¬
tion.

¦iii Merciei at the present moment Is a
Senatorial candidate la the Lotre-Inttrieure. One
of his friend· who was Interviewed on the BUbje
said the General bed resolved not to discus« the
matter, us he was determined not to give the Gov¬
ernment a weapon to use against him. He wa«

convinced, however, that hi« arrest would sound
the ilefeat of the Government candidates in the
Senatorial elections, while he himself was certain
of election.

It Is eapected that the present trial before the
High Court will be concluded In the middle of nex'
wt-i-k. and MM. DOrOUltde and Uuerln will almost
certainly be convicted, although some of the other
prlioners Will probably be acquitted. T.ie "Journitl
«Jet. Libati«" to-night sayi:
The neater the trial draws to a conclusion the

plainer the emptiness of the charges become Agl-
demonatrstiona and a few slight offen· e·

have red. but there is no evidence
-. ..f the concerted plot of crime against the

State, the repression of which thu l'ubile Prosecu¬
tor demands.
The "Journal des Débats" concludes with ex¬

pressing itself In favor of the simple solution of the
¦aoattafactory situation sug«ested by the "Figaro,"
namely, that M W/aldech-ltOUSSsa« accord the
convicted prisoners the benefit of the Borenger law,
which pardons first offenders.

THE KEW-TOME AT ST. THOMAS.
8t. Thomas, D. W. I Dec. SO.-The United States

cruiser New-York arrived here last evening and
leaves here January 2.

DEATHS FROM PLAGVE IS V0VMMA.
Melbourne, Victoria, Dec. ».-Advice· from Nou¬

mea. New-Caledonia, say that five white» there
have been attacked by the plague. One of them
hai since died. Fifteen Kanaka· and Chine·« havedied from the plague and twelve are under treat-
ment.

THE EIPI.TSG FAMILY ILL.
London. Dec. JO.-Rudyard Kipling «nd hi« wife

end two children are confined to their rooms, njf-
fering from Influent«, but there I, no anx'etv as to
their condition.

--»·».-

BARKER* EVBPESD AM) ARE AMBEÊTBD,
Barita, Dae, M,· A private banking firm of (,?*G-

lit«. Prussian Silesia, bas suspended. The liabili¬
ties are nearly two million marks Pome small
bsnk» in Berlin and London are said tn be affected
ÜLS <;On»i«i«rabl· estent A local paper reperu theMM of two of the arm'· prtnotpala.

LONDON IX WAR TIME.

NOTES AND COMMENT FROM TDK BRIT·
ISH METROPOLI·.

ENGLAND AWAKE T, I HFIR OREAT PKI'KNI >KK<?

ON AMERICA-ECONOMIC DKVKIX5PMF.NTH

London, Der. ?,0.-It Is strange to note that

as the New Year dawns for Oreat Britain the

greatest army she ever put in the (leid remains

passive In South Africa, held at bay by two of

the amalleet república on the fare of the earth,

while at home, in spite of the large volume of

trade an 1 apparent prosperity, her financial In¬

terests are in a state of Instabil.ty not seen

since the Paring crash. All Europe is yelping
at her heels, and the necessity for America's
friendship Is recognized on all sides. Papers and

people who for years have been ready with a

Jibe for America's goodwill no longer make

any attempt to belittle the desirability of secur¬

ing her friendship. "America," say» "The

Globe," usually humorous at the expense of all

things transatlantic, "with a wheat crop of

r>4'_\0on,000 bushels. Is especially in a position
to help ua."
The economic shoe already begins to pln-h

the military foot. Not very seriously, but enough

to suggest grave cogitations as to what would

happen If Great Prltain were at war with a

great Power. The fact that the Government has

chartered so many transports has resulted In a

rise In the price of bread, while coal Is rising

by leaps and bounds to famine price«. It is

such unpleasant results as these that silence

the scoffer at things American and Induce such

a vituperative publication as "The Saturday

Review" to say:

The Americans have had their eyes opened to
th'· possibilities of a foreign policy, and are tak¬

ln«· a sounder, bscsuss a cooler, view of the
situa; ion. Th.-y are not lea· friendly to US than
before, but the Insincere element has been elimi¬
nated and baa leti a reliable substratum of

goodwill.
It must not be Inferred that this view Is held

by many of the sincere English friends of Amer¬

ica, who now point to what they are pleased
to term Its great friendliness a» proof of what

they have always maintain« 1
With such a serious outlook for the coming

year. It is hardly surprising that articles appear
under the heading, "Are We Decadent"" and

similar strains. On the other hand, where Is still

a small section of the press ami public which
devote· Its energies to senselessly abusing the

Boera and prophesying the apeedy entry of the

British Into Pretoria. Y<-t. on the whole, the
organs voicing the better ClSM of opinion lace
1900 and its eventualities In South Africa with

an even minded, unhysterical determination
that compels admiration. That there will be a

day of reckoning for some one Is a certainty
that even the most guarded and conservative
do not try to conceal. Whether It be Lord
i.ansdowne, Lord Wolsetey or General Buller
it is impossible t«. tell. Rut all the Information
obtainable at present and the gist of criticisms

point to Lord I.ansdowne having to shoulder
the onus for the t«>rrllile mismanagement.

BOERS COUNT ON AMBRICA, TOO
While Great Rrltain feeds contentedly upon

long special cables showing American friend¬
ship, the Roer agents In Europe belleve senil-
ment in the United States has 1.n gradually
turning Bosrward, until the time is now ripe
to develop It Into material effect. Under this

impression. The Associated Press learns that

they are contemplating dispatching a special
mission to the United States for the purpose ,,f

Influencing public opinion, possibly by open
meetings .\in'. by personally assisting the efforts

of those iu Congress whom tiny believe friendly,
Moreover, they consider It advisable to offset
what they declare has t.^en a systematic cam¬

paign of John Haya Hammond, the American
engineer who was a member ol the Johannes¬
burg Reform Committee, to Influence Washing.·
ti ? opinion, if the plans now under considera¬
tion nre carried out, the mission will include a

prominent Boer agent and a pro-Boer member
of the Brltlab Parliament, who intended to nail
this week, hut were prevented by what is

thought to be ¦ temporary hitch la the arrange¬
ments. Th.-ir ibsire is to aitliiate themselves
with no particular party, but, by Influencing
political and public opinion, to secure at least an

off.r of mediatlfin from the 1'nlted Stat. a

The Rritlsh Government is threatened with a

coal filmine, the most serious development ot
recent weeks Unless the condition· Improve,
many industrial concerna depending upon the

coal supply may have to suspend operai ions be¬

fore February, ns their margin of profit la rap-

Idly being wiped out. The root of the trouble

appears to be the withdrawal of so many coll-

ieis to lake their places In the ranks of the
reserves Wages have gone up, but labor Is

hard to And. The normal Christina· conges¬
tion of traille aggravates the situation, while
th.- Government need of fuel for transports,
war vessels and depots on the way to the Caps
has created an unprecedented demand.
King Menelik, of Abyssinia, is soon going to

Cairo as the guest of the Khedive, thus dis¬

posing of the stories thnt he Is collecting an

army to invade th,· Soudan.
Nearly all the military men In Dublin art-

wearing mourning for General Roberts*· son.

Among the prominent men going to South

Africa is Captain Holford, who la one of the
closest friends of the Prince of Wales and his

equerry. The captain sails January ß to j· iti

his Regiment, the 1st Life Quards. From 1888
to 1892 Captain Holford waa equerrj the lati
Iuik«· of Clarence, and sine.· then has been
equerry to the Prince of Wales. H«· is a wealthy
landowner, and proprietor of Dorchester Hous··,
London, famous for its picture gslleries.

MOURNING AND MARRYING.

The death of the link- of Westminster, com¬

bined with the mourning already prevalent on

account of the war losses, left few of the titled
families of Great Hritaln free to celebrate
Christmas week with the usual festivities. The
Qroavenor family has so many ramifications

among the nobility and such a larg- number
of other t.tled people ? ave recently died that one

would almoat think the Court was ¡n mourning.
To this condition of affairs a pathetic paradox
Is found In the aoclety news columns, which
dally announce a long list of forthcoming mar¬

riages, the bridegrooms in a majority of ,-

being soldiers. It Is a StaaOB of short engage¬
ments and sudden deaths. Momentarily ex¬

pecting orders to sail for Smith Africa, the Rrlt-
ish officers have apparently taken the oppor¬
tunity of 'striking while the Iron is hot." and
many a quiet marriage Is now followed within
a few days by a farewell at Southampton. For
Instance. Major Maxse, who took part in the
recent defeat of the Khalifa, returned to Eng¬
land, married Lord Leconfleld's daughter, and
is now on his way to the Capi-
The martial spirit and universal dealre to

serve the country at the front show no signs
of abating. The action of Englands Premier
Duke, the Duke of Norfolk, who Is Postmaster
General, and by no means a young man Che waa
born In 1847). In volunteering for active service
Is the latest example of the spirit which per¬
vades all classes. The Duke of Norfolk's posi¬
tion In the Cabinet and his tremendous business
Interests, to say nothing of his power as lay
head of the Catholic Church In England, will

probably prevent the acceptance of his offer.
The Duke of Connaught, whose ardent re¬

quests to be allowed te g« to South Afri -a have
been refused, will succeed Cenerai Roberts In
command of the British for« .-s In Ireland, the
appointment having been approved by the
Queen.
No little comment hu been caused by the

War Office'· tardy recognition of the engineer·
and artillery. Until General Werran. of tha an-

glneers. wee sent out, all the general officers In

the field were cavalrymen or infantrynvn. The

country howled for ?ß??t? Warren's appoint¬
ment, and at last th- man who knows South

Aft an topography better than any otitar gen¬

eral ?··.-.·!»-.·.? recognition. Then followed, In

«nick succession. General Roberts, an artillery¬

man, and Generals Kitchener and Chermslde.

engineers, until the campaign now bids fair to

be chiefly directed by th« hitherto neglected

"gunners and sappers."
The impression continue· to gain ground that

General Huiler and his subordinates have been

Instructed to undertake no Important move¬

ment until the arrival of General Roberts, and

that Roberts will amalgamate the divisions un¬

der Generals fiataci «\ Warren nnd French, sub-

¦Oquently marching upon Hloemfontcln. to cap¬

ture that place and draw off the Boers from

Ladysmith. To accomplish this, It Is believed
that Klinberley and Mafeklng may be Sacrificed.
Whether General Huiler will acquiesce In this

arrangement Is seriously doubted by many who

know him, and they nre rather Inclined to be¬

lieve he will al tempt to emulate General Ootigh,
who, under similar circumstances, retrieved his
nurses In India while Sir Charles Napier «as

coming out to supersede him.

THE QUESTION OF roODtTUFFI.
t??- seizures of cargo«·« of American flour off

Delagoa Hay fall to excite much popular interest
in England. It Is generally looked upon as a

tin·· point of International law that will be am¬

icably settled, io far no official steps In the
matter have been taken, owing to the non-ar¬

rival of the necessary papers from Washington.
The military and International law authorities
are almost unanimous In declaring that Great
Rrltaln should not declare foodstuffs contra¬

band of war. "The Naval and Military' Record"
under this head says to-day:
Fully BO per cent of our food comes from

America, the colonies and other countries W·
have ceased to make any effort ? ? be self-sup¬
porting. This condition constitutes a danger
only bearable because of our confidence In the
Strength "f the Rrltlsh navy and In tb·· friend¬
ship .ni'! Si If tnter-st of the T'tilt···! ¡-«tates. The
Stat.-s may be cuunt"d "n to nil our larder in
both pcice and »car, but so essential have Amer¬
ican supplies become to our safety that we must
tak" no step likely t" y.id to an interruption of
the enormous supply of foodstuffs Our enemies
«.? the Contlnenl would rejoice if we intercepted
th·· foodstuffs now passing Into the Transvaal
via Delagoa Bay. A dangerous precedent would
thus be created, which would be used against
El eland at the llrst opportunity.
A representative of The Associated Press

lenrns thnt the wireless telegraph instruments

recently captured from the Roers and described
as Marconi's were not his manufacture. They
were made by a -.veil known German firm which

Marcni once employed t·· experiment with plans
h.· afterward discarded. Marconi declares the

instruments captured wert not workable. Home

feeling has been caused against the young In¬
ventor by the first report, the belief spreading
that he had broken his agreement to supply only
the Rritlsh during the present war.

During the r.nt visit t·. Windsor of Conyng-
ham Greene, formerly Rrltlsh Agent at Pretoria,

Queen Victoria asked him a lot of questions re¬

garding Mrs. Krüger, her housekeeping and per¬

sonal characteristics. Mr. Greene entertained
Il r Majesty with Incidents showing the sim¬

plicity «if Mrs Krflger's home life nnd her per¬

sonal attention to kitchen duties, dwelling with

special zest Upon the excellence ·.." a certain des¬

sert which Mrs. Krtlger nirtk··«.
? -

WHA G LONDON TALKSABOUT.
London, December M

Thomas KITE DEAD..Themas Kite, the old
parish clerk of Shakespeare'· Church, ha· quickly
followed the custodlsn Of Ann·· Hath.? way's cot-

tage to the pave, He wa· ninety-one years of

age. and succeeded his father and grandfather
half century ago, end wa· w-n known to nil
dramatic celebrities. Anioni.· those whom he con¬
ducted to .«h.-ik- "ini' »»-.r·· Sir Walter
Beott, Washington Irvine. Dickens, Kmers«,n,
Booth, Keen end Nathaniel Hswthorne.

sKNioi: WRANGLEB Senior Wrangler bids
fair t.. become a thing of th·· past at Cambridge,
the Board of Mathematics having r.mie¬

tile abolition of th's coveted distinction In future,
if the Senat.· agrees, as is probable, the Wrangler«
»»ill all be classed alphabetically, and none will
know who la the cleveres! mathematician of the
». ir. For this honor men have worked them-
s'-lves i-r.uy, and It has been «-cured by some of
the moa! prominent figures in English history.

TRIBUTES TO MOODY The ,ieath of Dwtght
?. M.1» la universally commented on here, and
bla risita t«. England have been recalled "The
Times" had a long editorial comparing tin- career
¦r Mr. M.ly t·. that of the Duke "f Westminster.
The weeklies ??? >\?? the hslfpenn) evening

ii piel tribute ? t!.·· dead evsngellst. A
memorial s«r\i··· held In London was largely at¬
ti nd« -i

PERSONAL Tn· King of the Belgians goes on

htlng crui«p in tic- Mediterranean in Janu¬
ar»-, returning to Belgium in March.
Princes· ('liristi.m of Schleswig-Holstein (Prince?*

Helena "f England) for the firsi time in twenty
«· .?- Is sitting for a portrait and to an American
painter, W. II. Funk.

LORD SALISBURY'S HI.ANS -Rumors recurre·)
this week "f Lord Salisbury*· retirement at the end
of the pi it Parliament and the succession of the
Duke of Devonshire to th·· Conservative leader¬
ship, These seem founded on nothing stronger
than deduction from his att-c nnd r«-oenf bereave¬
ment From one of the Premier's Intimates It In
learned that he has not meriti··!,· <1 an» Inclination
t«. retire

THEATRICAL..The usual crowd of youngster·
flocked to Dmry Lane for the annual pantomime,
though In the stills and boxe« there were many
sa.] little faces and black frocks.
Tin other theatres have drawn good galleries,

but th· better part of the houses were not so well
filled sa usual ? iring Holiday Week. F<w changes
have he.n ma·!«·. Jerome K. Jerome's play, 'Miss
Hobbs," In·- taken well at the Duke of York's
"Tin· Bells of New-Tork" playa for th.« last timi
Im 1.on.Inn to-night. It will be succeeded hy De
Wolf Hopper'· "The Mystical Muts."
Mm.· Patti heads tin- list of prominent artists

who will sins »I Coven! <;.tr.!en on February 8,
under t!.·· patronage of ti,,· Marchioness of I,un»·
downe, in aid of the ·.»;»·- and famille« of officers
killed .luring the war < m the same occasion the
l> >chess of Marlhorough will reitte a patriotic
poem.

HOUSE PARTY AT BLENHEIM.-The Duke
and Duchee· of Maryborough »liter.alned a large
Christina· house party at Blenheim this week

i DINNER TO COMMANDER MACKENZIE.
Havre, Prance, Dec. *). Profe««or Benjamin D.

Woodward, Assistent [Tnlted Hint«-* commissioner
Qsneral tu the Paris Exposition, gave a dinner this
«¦·. enlng tn honor of Commander MackensJe, ol II
totted States auxiliary cruiser Fratrie. The Prefect

naval and mllltiuy authorities Of Havre th«
American Consul ??·? Lieutenant W. 8 Sim«
Cnlted Hta;es Naval Attach! st Perlo, und thé
officers of the Fratrie were pre«en·.

TELEGRAPHIC VOTEE.

8¡jux city. Iowa, Dec M John E. K'.hson a
Well known contractor was shot and rohh. d'ln

ft!, e la*t tight Hla assailants escaped and
left n<> traces behind. Kobsor.'s condition I«. ,rlt-
Ical
Lancaster, Pona De.· so.- Four men were kllle.i

and several others injure,1 by ft boiler explosion
one mile west of Elliabethtown this mornlns
They were employes of Keller A Creieon. railroad
contractors. One of them, an Italian, wa· hur«d
on· hundred and fifty feet

u

Ardmore. Ind. T. Dec. 3u.-Char.e· Chapman
attempted to drive through a swollen stream
above here to-night with his family, with the r»
tult that Mr· Chapmsn and their daughter wer·
dro-wned. Cpon being Informed of th· accldtnt th*
mother of Charles Chapman died of the «hock.'
Pittsburg Penn. Dec 30-By an explosion of

dynamite In the ea»t end to-day two Italian· were
fatally injured »nd »evers.1 other» «lightly hurt
The fatally Injured were Peter Antonio and Am
brose Donnell The men were engaged at hlaatm,
in ¦ ut hi HoBMWoed-av·., sad attempted t.

o it some froren dynamite b) placing it on -·
hot rtOV·, and the S-gploslM Whs the result
jHck-onviiic i-i. ?.. Many pftnsni ..

snd fruit growers from all puri« ,,r the Htui·
m-t In convention here to-daj to enter a orote«t
against th- r,.po«..-,| legislation bv Cnsre«*,,,

'

ill important duties from migar tobacco an,,
tr ., Ic «I fruits grown In Puerto Ft and lbs

Itrni'iiiliir l-.l« I* "H-.»plt«l Burnì·» ?, , lh, ,,.,
1·, of U,· «far. tlie lut Si.n1·» of the »e.r. and th· It.
.1.« of th« MMlW.t. ...tur, Ut*, u 1' ."«g/yj**!
Da/" Ut >uur «Surs* «oUmi««.

"* l-lUr

v Winter Underwear. °-
Men's Women's and Children's Underwear.

Wool Merino, Camel's Hair Underwear.

Silk and Wool and All Silk Underwear.

Swiss Ribbed Underwear.

Union Suits.
All weights and sizes.

Hosiery.
Women's and Children's Hose.' Men's Half Hose:

Golf and Bicycle Hose. Cardigan Jackets.
Ladies' Shetland Wool Knit Spencers.

rfyicabway cß \<)&j£heet
UVE TOPICS TN BERLIN.

Berlin. December w.

ENGLAND MAY LOgI gOUTH AI-RI« ?.-The

gout African war overshadows everything ato·
.p,.· correspondent of The Associated Preaa

has junl had an Interesting Interview arltb the Lib-

eral leader Dr. Barth, who Is on· of th· most

steadfast friend· Ol 'in at Britain tnd America, out

who condemns thl· srar. Dr. Harth said:

At present It looks as If England might lose the

whole of South Africa. I have private Information
frinii Afri.-a via Holland, according to which the
rebellloue raovemeni among t;-,e Capa Boer· bea
easumed much mere serious proportions than tha
Englleh newapapera admit. There lever was a

.r, ,,,.r .|,.ee of political stupidity than that shown

by Mr Chan.rl.iin In provoking war without DSV-
Ina made th- neceaaary military preparation·. If
Kurland had only waited a f.W reara she rould
hav.· had everything without war. If England is
totally defeated thla war will he the beat thing
for t ?» world, even for England, it win be ¦
lewon sh.. win no» soon forget. It will bava ?
wholesome Influenee upon the Jingoes <>f all COun-
tries, Including the Oermana. «»ur navy ««-heme,
Which ? almost sure of Adoption, must he unler-
Htood to he in connection with the war In gouth
Africa, all flnephraaea offered in explanation not¬
withstanding Th·· In·-i.-.-is.- w.i^ decided on be
Germany has lost confidence in the ??«·? who are

ahaplng England'a policy The brutality of the
pres.-nt English pollclea rendere Qermany'a i">-
altion too Inaecure, vVhat happena In the Trans¬
vaal to-day on land may happen to Qermany upon
the sea to-morrow. Distrust of England make· t·

ir\ for Qermany to b. ao strong nt *·? that
the English llngosa will think twice before attack¬
ing Qermany. If the English statesmen of to-daj
wet.· of the type of (Hadstotie and Morl-y we should
have nn concern, but with such political Jack-o'-
¡snterna us Ur, Chamberlain at the helm we «lo
not know what to expert und must arm fur any
eventuality,
OPINION OF QERltAN PRESS. -The German

.ires«· generally In the last few days haa ex¬

pressed the opinion that Great Britain will lose
not only the war, but also South Africa. A mili¬
tary writer la the 'Peutsche-Mages-Xletung
says:

It Is nn longer a question of whether England
will not subjugate the Boer republics, hut of
whether she will also Ins.· Cape Colony. It Is
tru" England Wll l"taln the harbors, for they lie
under the guna of English ships, but the entire
Interior she will lose, and Insten 1 of the dreamed
of enormous British South Afrlean Kmplre Enf¬
iami will only keep a number of ports. This will
probably h«· the laeue of the war, If England «loes
not hurry up und conelude peace.

PEACE CONVENTION RESERVATION.-From
aa ex..'lient authority the correspondent of Thu
Aasoclated Presa hears that Great Britain hue in-
Btructed her Minister at The Hague. Sir Henry
Howard, t.i *i*n the Peace Convention with the
reservation of Article 10. all tha conference Towers
having cons· ntcd to su. h teservatlon.

NEW CIVII. CODE -The new German Civil
Code goes Into effect on January 1. The German
papers are publishing the annual and century re-
Views, th·· general tone being satisfaction with
the turn Herman affairs have taken, line of the re¬

forms tO I"· earn«·.I out In 1900 will be In connection
with th.- Merlin police, which Is grossly Inefficient.
The reform will he thorough, «omprlslng the train¬
ing, promotion and distribution of the force. Here¬
after the criminal poll.-einen will be chosen from
civil life and their number will be Increased

SEVERITY OF WEATHER.-While the weather
here h;.s moderated, the reports from elsewhere In
Oermsny tell of severe cold. A letter carrier
named Eu.-dike was frozen to death while on duty
at Darenata nnd another, named Anton Haumann,
wai killed by the cold at Prankfort-on-the-Maln.
The siii.w lies phenomenally deep In the moun¬
tains.

NEW FAIRY OPERA..Al the Royal Opera to-
noiTOW night will take place the first performance
of the fairy opera, "King Prosselbart." the text
being by Primar and the music by Kulenknmpff.

EPIDEMIC OP WEDDINGSA perfect epi¬
demic of weddings has broken out here, the num¬

ber of person« married being six times the ordinary
numli-r.

NO SERIOrS STEP AT PEI.AGOA HAV.-The
correspondent of The Associated Press learns In
Government circles that Qermany does not believe
the report that Great Rrttaln Intends to take de¬
cisive atei* soon at Pelagoa Bay. It Is admitted
that Qermany would .· informed beforehand if
any eeriOUa st.-p was Intended, and the reports
Circulated nn- considered to he mere reports
laaued by the countries Interested in preventing
Great Rrltaln from getting I ».lagna Ray.

TO BE PRESENTED AT COURT.- Mrs Reehler,
wife of Lieutenant Commander VV. H Reehler, the
l'nited Statea Naval Attache, will be presented atCourt at the next general .'ptton.

LAUNCHING POSTPONED The hum. hing of
the Hamburg-American line steam'-r Deutsch¬
land, which was t·. has.· oo aired on January 3. at
Stettin, has ?.? postponed because of the heavy
h .- on the rlv.-r Oder.

TOPIC* l\ M/'IV.

PLAGITI! SCAR! HAI Bt'BSIDRD COKTIDRNCE Of
PORKIONbTM DESTROYED FINAN¬

CIAL PLl'RRT
San Kran Iseo, ??.-, ?,·? Correapondencs of The

Asso« luted Press from Yokohama dated December
12. »ays thut the plague s<iir«- has BUbstded, only a

(«porad..· cas· lielng now and then reported, while
th·· \igiiutice of th«· authorities is undlmlnlsbsd,
The entire empire, through the unprecedented
cleaning up which has taken place, will u ¦ tamer
from the visitation of the scourge.
Th.· fe-ling of the foreign community against the

verdict, of the Japanese court In the ?net cas,·, in¬
stead of being allayed, la growing more laterías
.very day. It u by no means confined to tha
Anglo-gaaons, bul ?» shared ?,> foreigners ,.f e\,>r>·
nationality. The favorable Impression created by
the dignity and falrncsa Of the Miller trial hu-
!.·¦· ? ompletely Obliterated und replaced by ¦ fe. 1-
Itig of Insecurity such Bl has not been known by
foreigner» sime the stormy days of the revolution.
The >ctelon Ime prsotlcally abolished the right offinie when foreigner! ara attacked by Jau·
ane-s« In the uppeal now pending a tevetsal ofthe Judgment may be confidently predicted but themischief has been done by the destruction of con¬fidence in the working of ;he new treaties
In the Japanese political field all Is apparently

serene The Piet adjourned from day to day wl hbrief routine session· and a complete absence ofexciting Issues Those behind th· scenes how
.ver, predict a speedy overturn of the Cabinetthrough the clamor of the politician·, who nre de¬manding the virtual destruction of the civil gerv'cesystem and the political control of offices
Financially Japan has recently passed throughsomewhat of a panic, Illustrating In a curious way

tn» far reaching Influence of »he war In the Antipo¬des ann also the Inability of the nation to adaptItself «o th· condition or modern Unan.- Theflurry whs necasloned by the exodus .,f gold to the
amoani of I.00O.M ven («/»».???). u is now bow.
ever practically over, and. were it not for thestrained relation» between for.dnners and tiatRea
MiH....»s would be proceeding quietly In the accua-tntn«'il channels

t? nur ms XgWtPAPBt i\ .µ/?.
Troy. Kan., pe. íl-1'?.,? (irlnslead. Editor of

.The Wathena Htar." has been sentenced In the
District Court here to eleven months' Imprison¬
ment In the county Jail, under a conviction of

A. Jaeckel & Co.
FURRIERS,

JANUARY
REDUCTIONS,

Are offering exceptional Inducements
In Broadtail, Persian Lamb, and Seal-
skin ('..at*. c.ip«s. Paletot«. Evening;
and Opera Garments, Long cloth
Coats, C iretl Pelerines, and Furo
of all descriptions.

A large collection of Russian and
Hudson Hay Sable Neckpieces and
Exclusive Novelties at very attractive
prices.

37 Union Square,
Between lfith and 17th Sta.

STECK
"THE OLD RELIABLE."
Of 42 Years' Renown.
Standard of Perfect Workmanship.
Independent Iron Frame, PaL, lasares
Ideal Masical Tone and
Marvelous Durability.
Only Pianos Improving With Ute,
Sold, Rented and Exchanged.
Cash or Time Payment.

Warerooms: II E. 14th Ü*

PIANOS
?

Fifth ave. Auction Rooms
23S FIFTH AVI!.,

WM. B. NORMAN, Auctioneer.
? UK SUI.D 1

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JAN. 2,
AT 'J O'CLOCK.

AMI WILL COSTISI ES I >TIL FRIDAY AFj
TERSÓOS, .1 \ M AHY S. AT SAUR HOIR BACQ
DAT.

A GRIM) MAI,? IIV ACCTIOS
«>K A

SPECIALLY SELECTED COLLECTION
or ¦

1.000
ORIENTAL RUGS

AND CrtRPETS,
< "MprtlSlNO

MAUMFICE VI' SPECIMENS
OF

KER1IW, SK>\t. -.Vltuuiv AVO r F. RSIAS
IRA\ III («S. COSTI. V C\KPETS OF V ARI-

"l «? SIZES AMI VERY «IIOUE IS
«il AMTS AM) DB8IOS.

A Large Number of fledium Ruga.
100 SUPERB^PERSIAN

SILK RLdS AISD CARPETS.
EACH tinnii WILL HK «il ARASTEED IB

EVERY RESPECT.

crlmln.il libel. The editor accused State Senator
John Kwlton of SCCSptlng a hrlhe In connection
with the location of a new State insane asylum.
Qrlnslead will edit hla paper irom tho county Jail.

0

8UDDBN DEATHS I\ osWEGO.
OswsgO, N. T., DOC. M, Two prominent Oswego

people iiled luddenly to-day. Mrs Klizaheth
Davis, a wealthy and cultured woman, .«eventy-
Iktlr »-«Mrs old, was found dea,I In bed.
Th'imat» C. HrlilK«¦«. a lawyer and |?·????? as«*"*.

dropped dead In the house of a friend, at 10
o'clock ?·· era· born in Cayana County, and
was s leader In politics.

?-

D( \KIRK il \l> \ hin SPELL.
Huff.ilo. !>.·. ? a apeclal dispatch sa»s tas city

of Dunkirk waa without water from t o'clock la^t
evening until this morning?. Th· liituk·· ji||i«·. which
carriel th· water from the lake, was dogged, but

by -what was not known. The water had be«tt

muddy for several days bul auch ¦ stoppais waa

noi anticipated, and no one ara« prepared
The Brooks locomotive w««rk< and the Erie Hotel,

which take their water from fJerrln'« pond, wer·
th«.· only establishment· thsl had erster
Karl» this morntng connection wa» made »'tween

the " tn ?««« und the abandoned <·?!?·. an·! .«fr«r work-
in·«· all tiiKiit men cleared the obstnictlone from
the new crib.

s
\\????? DOES \ol PBODVCM HAPPISK8M.
Chicago, DÔc. M The accumulation ot n-reat

wealth <i"«'s not produce happiness.'1 This n!>«cr-

vetlon was asade to-day a! Ihe Coeasevcia! Teach-
I ora' Federation In the course of an address «>y

Charles ? Verkes, the itreetcar man. whose »»«'altta
in estimated i>\ millions HI« sddre·· was .-ntitiea
? Buslnesa Education In Connection with our

Bchoola." and he pointed oui the folly ..f thru-ting
» young man on the world learned in Latin, du.

,.·¦¦ found.) Ignoran) of practlosl business metnoos.

WhyExperiment
when in

.SKLTZKH

too hare the results of the modica, ex¬

ponen«^ of 56 year«?
Tarrant't Efftrvtsctnt Selticr Aperknt

is the one perfect remedy for all form*
of ?OtMtipatiorj, Headache. I»i.itre« After
Katin«, MajJBSjgJSj, The best éliminant
of G rio Acid known to the medical world.

TaRRANT * CO., CheaiUU Nr» Verfc/
_At jnsssjgja, h»· »i«t *',^_,^^^a


